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email with the forms, please contact 
the Department, and I will resend it 
to you.

   On top of all these problems, we 
have the implementation of the new 
MyLegion online at national. Some 
armchair generals have surely com-
mented this is the worst time, or how 
could they do it now. Th e answer is 
not so simple, and there is no best 
time to do it.

      Th e Information Technology De-
partment at National has been work-
ing for over two years with the out-
sourced vendor Personify bringing 
3-4 diff erent fl at-fi le databases under 
one relational database dashboard. 

Pre-Convention DEC June
Canyonville, Oregon

  Th is year 
will go down 
in Legion 
history as 
one of the 
most chal-
lenging; from 
C o v i d - 1 9 
lo ckdowns , 
Conventions 
canceled both 

from National and 
Department from 

last year to working diligently for 
both this year.  Oregon experienced 
natural disasters from wildfi res in the 
state, some posts applied for National 
Headquarters Mission Blue Grants, 
but not everyone chose to apply. 
Th is grant is still available, and Posts 
should take advantage of it while 
they still can. Your Post Insurance or 
Mortgage payment is plenty enough 
to qualify. If you have misplaced the

S. Flynn PhilliPS

DePt. ADjutAnt

Th is is a monumental undertaking. 
Th ey have converted or one hundred 
million records, and now they see the 
light at the end of the tunnel. Out of 
the hundred complaints, once com-
pleted and people get used to it, their 
fi nal result will be worth it. So if you 
or your adjutant are not computer 
savvy, then fi nd a younger legionnaire 
to help you or, better yet, give him the 
Job.

   Th ose Posts that do not use the com-
puter system are hurting your Post. 
Working Membership running re-
ports for those DMS, or 114 Lists, and 
processing membership are the best 
tools for you. When you must send

Continued on page 3

struggling with issues in their life, 
and help direct them to professional 
staff .

   I would also like to increase the par-
ticipation in the programs. With the 
shutdowns of the last 18 months, we 
may have lost some of our connec-
tions to recruit for the programs. 
Let’s make a specifi c attempt to rees-
tablish those connections and make 
that important impact on the youth 
in our committee. As you work on 
your programs, don’t forget the as-
sistance that is available through 
our Department Committees. We 
have a lot of people ready to help in 
any way possible. And if you have an 
idea that is working, lets also share 
that with the committees, so we 
make it available to everyone in the 
State, and don’t forget to share the 
work you are doing with your local 
media. Remember, when people see 
the great things, we are doing to

support Veterans, they will want to 
be part of the program.

  Immediately aft er convention, I 
had the opportunity to tour District 
2, 5, 4, and 9 with the National Com-
mander. We met some very inspir-
ing Legionnaires in every District. 
It is interesting how each Post has a 
unique program they do, that all fi ts 
into the parameters of Th e Ameri-
can Legion 4 Pillars.

  If you haven’t submitted your Con-
solidated Post Report, make sure 
you do that quickly. Every Post 
needs to share what their story. 
Upcoming activities include a visit 
of Th e American Legion Indy Car 
48 at the PIR in September. If you 
would like to participate, please let 
Department know. It is also time to 
plan your events for 9-11, and Vet-
erans Day.
Reconnecting Veterans

   Greetings. 
It is indeed 
an honor to 
represent the 
Department 
of Oregon 
and all the 
Veterans in 
the State of 
Oregon. I am 
very hum-

bled by the sup-
port throughout 

the State.

   Th e theme this year will be Recon-
necting Veterans. As we bring Vet-
erans together, we provide the com-
radery to lift  the spirit of everyone 
involved. Th is year National will ini-
tiate a program to assist in reducing 
the number of Veteran Suicides that 
occur every day. As we are recon-
necting with Veterans, pay attention 
to the signs that someone might be 

Dion WeBer

DePt. CommAnDer
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Interesting things to make 
you say 

Hmmm.....

 

       The world’s oldest toy is a stick

   Think of how versatile a stick is. You can 
use it to play fetch with your dog, swing 
it as a bat, or use your imagination to 
turn it into a lightsaber. Its adaptability, 
along with how old sticks are, is among 
the reasons why the National Toy Hall of 
Fame inducted the stick into its collection 
as possibly the oldest toy ever. 

 
 Prohibition added some new and 

interesting words to our vocabulary, 
including “bathtub gin”, “bootleg-
ging”, and “rumrunners”. What was 
the name of a bar that illegally sold 
liquor?

 A. Speakeasy 
  
 B. Easy Street
  
 C. Easyspeak  
  
 D. Street Easy

horts whose name escapes me here, 
plus those volunteers that will be 
helping us at the Seven Feathers, and 
special thanks to our National Vice 
Commander Rob Liebenow who has 
been our Membership Volunteer at 
Department.

   Our Commander Steve Adams at-
tended District Caucuses throughout 
the year and attended the Washington 
State Commander Bob Clark’s Home-
coming in Centralia.

   The Oratorical Dept contest went 
well at Post 51 with limited people at-
tending for Covid restrictions and so-
cial distancing. National gave the win-
ner an additional $5000.00 since the 
National contest was canceled. The 
winner walked away with $10,000.00 
this year.

   Projects such as the Parking lot at 
Department got approved and com-
pleted, and The Lawn Sprinkler sys-
tem was installed as an Eagle Scout 
project from Boy Scout Troop 396, 
Gavin De Vincenzi in Wilsonville. 
The Scouting Chairman Larry Witt-
mayer and I attended the Eagle Scout 
Ceremony of Gavin De Vincenzi, who 
led the project and presented him 
with a Plaque for a job well done.

   After the Convention on Monday, 
we travel to Vancouver, Washington 
and get the handoff of our National 
Commander Bill Oxford and take 
him on a tour of District 5, all the way 
to Klamath Falls.

   See you all at the Convention. Let’s 
raise some money for the Foundation 
and have some fun doing it.

Continued from page 2
  your transmittals to 
Department, it just 

takes so much time, and creates un-
necessary work for us and getting lost 
in the mail back to the Post. Working 
MyLegion On-Line is more produc-
tive.

      We attended the Spring DEC in 
La Pine. It was great to get out and be 
with our legionnaires. At that meet-
ing, our Department Service Officer 
Ed Van Dyke, pleaded with our lead-
ership to get a resolution to National 
and have them proclaim that we as an 
organization or not happy with our 
Elected Congress and DOD officials 
for not adhering to the American 
ideals, Freedom, Liberty, adhering to 
our constitution, that our Legion was 
founded upon.  In this Convention, 
two resolutions are being brought 
forth from the Ad hoc committee that 
addresses those concerns and will be 
voted on and, once approved, sent to 
the National NEC for discussion and 
approval.

   This year the Department is Hosting 
the Convention. I hope all will attend 
and get into the spirit with the Foun-
dation’s Silent Auction and Its first 
Corn Hole/Bean bag Tournament.  
Hats off to Our Department Chaplain 
Steve Shollenburg, he has made Six 
Tournament boards with Vinyl de-
cals, and they look great. He has made 
all new Flag stands for this year’s Con-
vention, as the old ones were falling 
apart.

    Many thanks to those volunteers 
that have come to the Department to 
help us tackle the myriad of things to 
get done in preparation for the Con-
vention. Volunteers; Jon, and Jody 
Marsh, ALA Secretary Linda Lieben 
ow, ALA Cindy Hillyard, Convention 
Book Layout  Geanne Horne,  Doug-
las Jamieson from Post 74, Betty Fish-
Ferguson, Ann Everetts, and their Co-

S. Flynn PhilliPS

DePt. ADjutAnt
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   Our Department of Oregon is over, 
the Proposed 2021-2022 Department 
Budget was presented and discussed 
at our Department Convention at 
Seven Feathers Resort and was ad-
opted by Delegate Vote per our De-
partment Constitution and By-Laws.  
The new approved 2021-2022 Budget 
goes into effect on October 1, 2021.  
Our Budget and Tax year is October 
1, 2021-September 30, 2022.   

   It was good seeing all of you face 
to face that attended our Department 
Convention, this is going to be a good 
year, a very productive and busy year, 
it has already started.  We have a new 
slate of officers; we plan for our pro-
grams, our meetings, our events to be 
face to face, all positive.

   Everyone 
had fun at 
our mixer, 
Corn Hole 
tournament, 
silent auc-
tion and we 
raised funds 
for the Or-
egon Ameri-
can Legion 
F o u n d a -
tion.  Re-
member the Foundation is a 501©3, 
contributions are tax deductible, 
funds are used for our programs.  
There is a lot of information and grant 
requests on our Web Site.  Let’s have a 
great year, face to face, we have plenty 
of opportunity for a great year.   

Calendar of Events
  
August       Begin Planning Community
                     Veterans Day Observance
      12-17 TAL Baseball World
                                Series Shelby, NC 
      27-2 102nd National 
                           Convention Phoenix, AZ

September     National Disaster 
                              Preparedness Month
       6  Labor Day (Closed)
     11 Patriot Day
     11 District 1 Meeting
     16 Congress Charter Anniv.
     17 Constitution Day 
     18-19 C & Y Conference
     20 POW/MIA Day
     24-26 Americanism Conf.
                   (Conferences are at Nattional)

October      Membership Campaign
                          Halloween Safety
     4-7 Fall Meetings (National)

PDC, BoB huFF

DePArtment FinAnCe oFFiCer

WHAT 

IF . . .

THIS 

WERE 

YOU?

* This is only an outline of the plans services. Please review your Member Guide carefully. 
EA+ is not insurance. © 2018 Worldwide Rescue & Security    43262

For more information log on to www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus
or call toll-free 1-888-293-4008 today to speak with a representative.

Learn How the Legionnaire Emergency Assistance Plus® 
(EA+®) Helps You Handle Travel Emergencies.

From Your 
American Legion 

Department

Legionnaire EA+ steps in to help you with more than  
20 emergency and medical services … to help you focus on 
your recovery and NOT on the costs (or even details like 
lining up second opinions or flying loved ones home).* 

Plus, acting right away also helps lock in  
your Legionnaire members-only price.

Secure your EA+ protection right away,  
you’re guaranteed the same low price for a FULL year.

43264 LT20663 Color Qtr Pg Ad.indd   1 3/30/17   2:13 PM

  We emailed 
three letters 
of support 
were email 
to each of 
the Repre-
s e n t a t i v e 
listed below.

 From: 
v i e t n a m -

warmem@aol.com 
<vietnamwarmem@

aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 12:45 PM
To: vietnamwarmem@aol.com
Subject: Vietnam War Memorial on 
the Oregon State Capitol Grounds Ac-
tion Alert - We need your help today!

   Friends,
  1. June 28th marks the end of Or-
egon’s 2021 Legislative Session.  Time 
is running out!
 
  Senate Bill 319 which establishes a 
Vietnam War Memorial on the Or-
egon State Capitol Grounds has been 
passed by the Senate and the House 
Veterans Committee.

   But it is now in the House Rules 
Committee.  The Rules Committee 
needs to schedule a Work Session and 
move SB319 to the House Floor.  We 
know we have the votes to pass this 
bill, it just needs to get to the floor for 
a vote.
 
    We need each of you to contact the 
House Rules Committee Chair and 
Vice Chairs by email and telephone.  
Recruit your friends to call and write 
also.  Call and write them today!   The 
rest was edited for this article.  

http://www.vietnamwarmemorial-
fund.org/index.html

john lee

legiSlAtive ChAir

Here are the email addresses and tele-
phone numbers:
 
Chair Barbara Smith Warner    
Rep.BarbaraSmithWarner@oregon-
legislature.gov
503-986-1445

Continued on page 6
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True Compass Designs is a digital development company that has been in business for more than 
17 years. Certified in 11 different Adobe programs, Mick Bird of Camas, Wash., builds websites 
for clients while working from the comfort of his home. Mick is The American Legion 
Department’s Web Designer.

https://www.godaddy.com/garage/true-compass-
designs-navigating-web-design-by-honoring-his-true-
north/

 Happy 245th 
B i r t h d a y 
America.

 We just 
c o m p l e t e d 
our 102nd 
Department 
Convention 
in Canyon-
ville at Seven 

Feathers Ca-
sino. 

  Our new Department Officers are 
Commander, Don Weber, First Vice-
CMDR, Larry Wittmayer, Second 
Vice-CMDR, Cory Brockmann.

  I feel the District is doing pretty 
good as 2 of the 3 are from ALOHA 
Post 104. We have GREAT representa-
tion at the Department level.

  Our District officers are CMDR, 
Lou Neubecker, Vice-CMDR, Susan 
Hughes, President, Catherine Brock-
mann, and Vice-President, Debra 
Ashe.

   Our District meeting are as follows;

   September 11th – Argonne Post 56, 
Sherwood

  December 11th – Tigard Post 158, 
Tigard

  March 12th T. Les Galloway Post 
068, Clatskanine

   May 14th Seaside Post 99, Seaside

   All meeting will start with a lunch at 
1130 to 1230 of the host Post choice 
and meetings will start at 1 PM.

   We are wide open now so I will be 
visiting all Posts this year, I will send 
out a schedule soon. 

   Please get your Post paper work into 

Department, our Consolidated Post 
Reports are due now.

   Our new membership starts July 1st.
Your Post Adjutant has your 2021-
2022 membership cards. 

   We did not do that good for the 

https://youtu.be/k6Y4vcZBSwQ

     American Legion Carl Douglas Post 74 Commander Jim Moriarty, chair-
man of the Estacada, Ore., Cemetery District Board, found a neglected 1880s-
era German immigrant cemetery leading an effort to restore the headstones 
and clean up the half-acre property.

    THE AMERICAN LEGION JUN 03, 2021

     Jim is the newly elected Post 74 Commander and District 7 Commander.

lou neuBeCker

DiStriCt 1 CommAnDer

Oregon American Legion member leads an effort
 to restore a neglected cemetery.

2020-2021 membership we finished 
in the lower tier of the Department at 
6th.

   Stay SAFE and SEE YOU SOON.

   Semper FI
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    Offi  cial Publication of Th e American 
Legion, Department of Oregon.
     Published online 12 times per year 
by Th e American Legion, Department of 
Oregon.

Copyright 2018
Business and general offi  ces:
30450 SW Parkway Ave
PO Box 1730
Wilsonville, OR 97070-1730
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adjutant@orlegion.org
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responsibility for material submitted and
reserves the right to edit submissions
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Reprinting with Permission Only!

Articles submitted to Th e Oregon Le-
gionnaire that are copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with 
written permission from original author 
or publication before they can be includ-
ed here. No exceptions. Violation of copy 
right law is a serious matter that we can-
not aff ord to engage ourselves in. Verbal 
permission is not acceptable.

Editors Notes Department Offi  cers
Commander  Don Weber
Imed. Past Cmdr             Steve Adams
1st Vice Cmdr               Larry Wittmayer 
2nd Vice Cmdr             Cory Brockmann
Adjutant               S. Flynn Phillips
NECman  Kevin Owens
Alt NECman               Gene Hellickson
Finance Offi  cer  Bob Huff 
Chaplain             Steve Shollenberg
Historian               Dick Winders
Judge Advocate                Gene Hellickson
Service Offi  cer  Ed Van Dyke
Veterans Service Offi  cer Jody Marsh
Sgt-At-Arms  Phyllis York
Asst Sgt-At-Arms Mike Morris
Asst Sgt-At-Arms Ward Allen             

Legionnaire Benefits
As a Member of the Legion Family, You Know How  
Important It Is to Help Protect Those in Need ... 

Now We Can Help
The LIT Plans can help with

• Hospital HELP Plan 
• Cancer Care 
• Accidental Death Protection
• On-The-Move Travel Accident 
• Emergency Assistance Plus 

• Medicare Supplement Insurance 
• Health Insurance 
• Dental Insurance 
• Long-Term Care 
• Lifeline Medical Alert Service 

Endorsed By Your  
American Legion  

Department

*The Accidental Death, Cancer Care, Hospital Help Plan, and On-The-Move Accident Insurance Plans are underwritten by 
Securian Life Insurance Company, St. Paul, MN. Plans may not be available in all states. These policies contain limitations and 
exclusions. Please visit www.TheLIT.com to review plan details.

To Learn More and Enroll, Visit  
www.TheLIT.com 

For Questions Call 1-800-235-6943

0618
520239 46447     ©2019 AGIA

●  Hospital HELP Plan — Provides benefits for hospital stays including intensive care, cardiac care, 
care for cancer, rehabilitative facilities, and V.A. hospitals.*

● Cancer Care — Provides important protection and a daily benefit if you are hospitalized due to cancer.*
●  Accidental Death — Helps provide financial protection for you and your family. Up to $5,000.00 

LegionCare AD coverage at no cost to Legionnaires is available: (activation required).* You can also 
purchase additional Accident coverage up to $100,000.00. 

● On-The-Move Travel Accident — Provides up to $200,000.00 coverage when fatally injured in a 
covered accident while traveling, plus $500.00 per day if a covered accident lands you in the hospital.*

● Emergency Assistance Plus — Provides you with 24/7 emergency medical and travel assistance 
services should something happen to you or your family while traveling away from home. 

● Medicare Supplement Insurance — Supplements your Medicare Coverage at group rates.
●  Health & Dental Insurance — Request a quote on various Health & Dental Insurance Plans 

designed with you in mind.
● Long-Term Care — Can help provide home health care, supervised adult care, and more.
●  Lifeline Medical Alert Service — Provides fast access to help in the event of a fall or medical 

emergency so you can live confidently and independently.

Need to Know Dates
July

Commmunity Celebrtions, 
Youth Programs

August
12-17 TAL World Series

27-2 National Convention
Begin Planning Veterans Day

September
National Disaster Prepardness 

MonthBack to School

Continued from page 4
    Vice Chair 
    Paul Holvey            
Rep.PaulHolvey@

oregonlegislature.gov
503-986-1408

Vice Chair Christine Drazan     
Rep.ChristineDrazan@oregonlegisla-
ture.gov
503-986-1439     

john lee

legiSlAtive ChAir

   How many 
h o m e l e s s 
Veterans are 
reported in 
the state of 
Oregon? Ac-
cording to 
ODVA, there 
are 1230 reg-
istered Vet-
erans, but 

nobody knows how 
many are unregistered.  

According to Wikipedia, some of the 
reasons for homelessness are poverty, 
lack of support, and living conditions. 

   Some may also have additional con-
ditions such as mental and physical 
issues. Oregon has the third-highest 
percentage of homeless and unshel-
tered Veterans at 55%. We have many 
communities that are building cubi-
cles for temporary shelters until they 
can get their stuff  together. To name a 
few, we have Oregon City, Clackamas, 
Bend, N. Eugene, Cottage Grove, Es-
tacada, and Sweet Home. We have a 
company, Gerding Builders, building 
a 48 unit housing complex from three 
bedrooms to single dwellers, and with 
medical services available right
there. 

Continued on page 7

Homeless Veterans

DAle jenkinS

Pr Committee
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Continued from page 6
   
  They are starting to 
build the same type of 

units in West Salem. The project man-
ager James Lutz was raised in Lebanon 
and grew up helping Veterans from a 
young age. The Veterans Home in
Lebanon was named after James great 
Grandfather Edward C. Allsworth, a 
Medal of Honor recipient. Coinciden-
tally this also involves James and his 
family as well because the Medal of
Honor (Hwy 20) goes through Leba-
non as well. 

    The American Legion and other 
Veterans organizations should be 
proud of what they have done for 
veteran homelessness. Then we need 
to find how many homeless veterans 
are in their camps and through entire 
communities and counties, and dis-
tricts to get a full accounting. Also, 
the sex of each veteran needs to be 
determined. 

   As we fin-
ish our face 
to face, in-
person De-
p a r t m e n t 
Convention, 
it was good to 
see everyone, 
let us hope 
we can start 
holding gath-

erings/events, we 
need them.  Our 

commission has been ready and will-
ing; we do support COVID rules, by 
County for the safety of our Legion 
Family and Veterans community.   
Positive, we are starting to see some 
light in face-to-face meetings again; 
I have just received the green light to 
start planning events and meeting on 
venues to hold them.  We will plan 
them and plan dates, we remain in a 
holding pattern until approved and 
the number we can have safely in a 
gathering and the rules.  We have been 
ready to hold Veterans Stand Downs, 
Benefit and Educations Events.  As al-
ways, veterans and participants safety 
remain our focus.         

   Stay safe, stay healthy, great seeing 
so many of our Legion Family at our 
Department Convention.  Staying 
positive, hope to see a lot of you as the 
rules are relaxed both for events and 
training.        

DAle jenkinS

Pr Committee

Homeless Veterans

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT, 
EDUCATION 

and
 HOMELESSNESS COMMISSION

PDC, BoB huFF

ve&e ChAirPerSon

Deadline
for the August issue 

of the
 Oregon Legionnaire 

is July 5th, 2021
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   We told people to look for our table 
“next to the watermelons” outside 
Safeway in Hermiston. Th e mother 
with her children said it was OK to 
use their images in promotional ma-
terials.

   We raised $2,868.34 with two staff ed 
tables (this is one) and 13 countertop 
displays at businesses.

   Darlene Bradley, left , and Linda An-
derson greeted Safeway patrons with 
smiles and a cheerful, “Would you like 
a Free Poppy in honor of Veterans?”

Auxiliary News

DeBrA goDWin 
DePt PreSiDent

Meet your new Department President
Debra Godwin

from McMinnville Unit 21

Poppy Campaign in Hermiston #37



9

Th e American Legion
JUN 09, 2021

  Legionnaire Tony 
Mazelin saw a so-

cial media post from a local man who 
wanted to buy an American fl ag but 
“was told it wasn’t in season at a lo-
cal store,” said Mazelin of Hillsboro, 
OR. “He spoke about how upsetting 
this was and ranted about how there 
should never be a season for our col-
ors. When my wife read that to me, 
I was shocked and upset. As it hap-
pened, I had just received my copy of 
the (American) Legion magazine and 
on the cover were fl ags. I jumped at 
it and ordered one (from American 
Legion Emblem Sales) for this man I 
had never met.”

Th e American Legion would like to 
hear from you about your fl ag mo-
ment. Share your story with a photo 
at Legiontown.org under the heading 
“Rally Around the Flag.” Or share on 
your social media channels and use 
the hashtag #rallyaroundthefl ag. 

 For Legionnaire Roger Nick of 
Woodland Park, N.J., “Our American 
fl ag means the world to me. My fam-
ily fought for her from the American 
Revolution to Vietnam and will keep 
fi ghting. Th at’s 
the symbol of the 
greatest country 
in the world, God 
bless our fl ag and 
country.”

      Mazelin notifi ed the man that he 
had a fl ag on order for him. When the 
fl ag arrived Mazelin delivered it to the 
man and his wife, both Iraq war vet-
erans who were new to the area. Th ey 
were amazed “as to why I would do 
such a thing. I told (them) that it is 
important that everyone who wants 
an American fl ag has one.

  “I felt proud, not only to give the 
symbol of our freedom for their new 
home but to learn that they were vet-
eran made it that much more, helping 
a sister and a brother.”

   Mazelin shared his fl ag story on Le-
giontown.org for Th e American Le-
gion’s Rally Around the Flag initiative. 

American Legion Riders

A gift  of Old Glory
mike SPeer

Alr SeCretAry
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Director Kelly Fitzpatrick

    “He spearheaded the development 
of the state’s second Oregon Veterans’ 
Home located in Lebanon. Jim was also 
among the strongest of advocates in re-
cognizing and honoring the service 
and true sacrifice of veterans and their 
families – building two wartime era 
memorials in Oregon dedicated to the 
service members who fought and gave 
their lives in service to their country,” 
Fitzpatrick stated. “Above all else, Jim’s 
unwavering commitment to serving 
all veterans defined his tenure — and 
his life. He will be truly missed by the 
untold number of lives he touched. I 
am grateful to have known Jim for the 
short time that I did. He was a mentor 
who continues to serve as an inspira-
tion to me as I strive to serve Oregon 
veterans and their families every day.”

   As if being ODVA Director wasn’t 
enough Jim continued to power on. In 
2003-2006 Jim was on the Foreign Re-
lations commission, 2004-2005 Citi-
zens Flag Alliance Dept. Chair and 
Dept. Americanism Chair, 2006-2014 
he was on the Cemetery Committee, 
2009-2011 Legislative member, 2011-
2021 Legislative Vice Chair, Dept 
Legislative Chair 2014-2015, Anavi-
cus Member 2014-2021, Legislative 
Commission 2014-2021.

 In 2015-2016 Jim served as Dept. 
Vice Commander and Dept. Mem-
bership Chair

    In 2016-2017, Jim served as Depart-
ment Commander for The American 
Legion. 

      On Mon-
day, June 
14th, 2021 
PDC, Jim 
Willis was 
transferred to 
Post Everlast-
ing. He was 
78.
  
  Jim was 

born Jan. 12, 1943, 
in Portland. He 

grew up in Albany and graduated 
from Albany Union High School in 
1961. After graduating, he joined the 
United States Air Force. He served 
eight years in the Air Force, including 
a 13-month tour in South Vietnam.

     Jim’s father was also in The Ameri-
can Legion. When Jim came home on 
leave his father said: “I paid your first 
year’s dues. Don’t ever let them lapse.” 
Jim never let them. 
 
   He then enjoyed a long career in law 
enforcement, serving in the Sheriff ’s 
offices in both Douglas and Washing-
ton counties. He was later appoint-
ed as the Commander of the Police 
Academy.

    In 1978, he was awarded the Oregon 
Police Medal of Valor and in 1993 he 
received the L. Dale Morris Award for 
dedicated service to Oregon Law En-
forcement.

    In 1998 Jim was the Post Command-
er for Post 10, 1999-2004 Jim was the 
Department Legislative Chairman, 
1999-2000 Jim was District 3 Com-
mander,  2002-2003 oratorical Chair-
man.

  In 2003, Gov. Ted Kulongoski ap-
pointed Jim to lead the Oregon De-
partment of Veteran Affairs. Jim 
served in that position for 10 years.

   A statement released by ODVA 

   In 2016-2021, Jim served as Youth 
Cadet Law Enforcement Committee 
member, Dept Past Commander Club 
and Nat’l Cmdr. Grp Schmidt Com-
mander.

   In 2019- current Jim was serving as 
Alternate National Executive Com-
mitteeman and Nat’l Cmdr. Grp Ox-
ford Alternate.

   2020-2021, Jim served VA&R, Ad-
min and Advisory Committee and 
Media Alliance member.

   He has been on many commissions 
and committees for The American Le-
gion Department of Oregon through-
out the years. Always advocating for 
his fellow veterans.

  Jim was a member of The American 
Legion for 56 years, In 1992 he be-
came a PUFL, The VFW for 30 years, 
40/8 for 26 years and many, many 
other organizations supporting his 
fellow veterans.

   Jim’s good friend Steve Adams (Now 
Immediate Past Commander) recalls a 
time when he was offered a condo at 
Three Rivers Casino in Florence free of 
charge. “I was called and told by the 
convention chair, there was a condo at  
Three Rivers Casino in Florence free of 
charge.” 

   I was asked if I knew anyone who 
wanted to share it with me. I said 
“Why yes however I’ll get back to you 
in a couple days.” 

 Continued on page 11

PDC, jim WilliS

Alt. neCmAn
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Continued from page 10

   I called Jim and of course it was “yes” 
for him. 

   We found out we needed a third per-
son so I asked Jim “Do you know any-
one else?” 
 
   Jim said “Let me call you back”. 

    He calls Steve back and says “Yes we 
have a third person, none other than 
PDC, John Kalmbach” 

   “We had three rooms and boy was 
that a week to remember”. Recalls Steve

    He will be best known for his sense 
of humor he brought to each and ev-
ery speech or MC an event. When he 
told a joke or a story, he would draw 
you in all the way to the end. 

   Jim is survived by his wife, Dee, of 
42 years, his daughter, Amy, his son, 
Jake, and his grandchildren, Kade, 
Kaylee, Kendall, and Elle Rose. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, 
his sister, Sandra, and his brother, 
Gary.

    A memorial service will take place 
at a later date. Jim Willis requested 
that any contributions in his name be 
made to the local SafeHaven Humane 
Society. Huston-Jost Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements.

   Jim you are truely as sad loss for all 
and will be missed. Rest in peace .

    Death has always created deep 
heartbreak and an inexplicable 
deep sense of loss. Our prayers and 
thoughts are with the family who has 
lost their beloved one and also with 
friends who must have been devas-
tated by his death.

  (541) 928-2789



12

   Behind PDC, Bob Huff in the picture 
in a wheelchair is 

Chaplain Wayne Bell, 
a VA Chaplain

   Past Department Commander Bob 
Huff is speaking at the Eagle Point 
National Cemetery on Memorial Day.  
The Memorial Day Event was closed 
to the public because of COVID 19 
Gathering restrictions.  The Memorial 
Day Remembrance Event is typically 
attended by 2,800 to 3,000 partici-
pants.  The event was held at 9 am and 
filmed for the VA Website and three 
news outlets, and broadcast on 3 TV 
stations.  Our Flag was brought back 
to full staff at noon. 

Eagle Point National Cemetery 
on Memorial Day

Navy Korean Vet, Laura Forte & 
husband Marine Corps WWII and 

Korean Vet, Carl Forte




